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Dartmoor is the largest expanse of 
unglaciated upland in Great Britain and 
the largest granite surface in England.
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This destination guide is produced entirely in-house by Visit Dartmoor, just one of 
the professional design projects we are delighted to produce each year. We would 
also like to thank all those that have contributed content and images.

VisitDartmoor                    @visitdartmoor                     visitdartmoor

Dartmoor The Heart of Devon
“ I have never before, in my long and eclectic career, been gifted 
with such an abundance of natural beauty as I experienced 
filming War Horse on Dartmoor.” Stephen Spielberg.

Dartmoor is a magical, enchanting National Park for adults and 
children alike to enjoy, full of glorious wide-open spaces where 
the word freedom really does have some meaning.

Steeped in history, Dartmoor is one of the most important sites 
for Bronze Age archaeology in Western Europe. Its landscapes 
have inspired writers and artists for many years, from Arthur 
Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes to Agatha Christie’s detective 
Poirot, to the beautiful folk music from Seth Lakeman.

Towering granite tors, secluded ancient forests, herds of wild 
ponies living free, beautiful rivers tumbling down through 
hidden valleys and vast open spaces where you can see for miles 
and miles.

Whether you enjoy walking with the family, exploring the rivers
and woodlands, watching the wild ponies, cycling the many miles 
of superb trails or simply sitting quietly listening to skylarks and 
buzzards, there is, quite simply, something for everyone. 

Superb accommodation, fabulous food, family attractions, 
galleries, museums, and so many exciting things to do, even on 
the rainy days!

Enhance your life. Feed your soul. Visit Dartmoor.
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The Dartmoor 
Line is back!
After nearly 50 years, daily passenger rail services to Exeter have 
returned to Okehampton.

The Dartmoor Line is the first line to be reinstated under the Department 
for Transport’s ‘Restoring your Railway’ initiative.

The route connects Exeter St Davids, Crediton and Okehampton providing 
a launchpad for visitors to explore Dartmoor and regional links for local 
commuters.

The line improves access to the national rail network - including Bristol 
and London - for a wide area including Okehampton, West Devon and 
Northeast Cornwall. 
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Around half of services, including at peak times, carry on to Exeter 
Central. The reopening of the route is expected to boost local businesses, 
the tourism sector, and provide greater access to education and work for 
thousands of people who live locally.

For more information, including train timetables and connecting bus 
timetables please see The Dartmoor Line. 
www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/the-dartmoor-line

Although there is limited space for bikes on the train, bike hire is 
available next door to the station which opens up the whole of Dartmoor 
for car-free travel and holidays. 

Many accommodation providers on the moor welcome cyclists and have 
drying/storage facilities on site, and there are a multitude of cycle routes 
and trails across Dartmoor –

www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/cycling

©GWR
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Fun 
days out 
with the 
children
Taking the children on holiday, finding activities 
that are suitable, attractions they will enjoy, a safe 
and fun place to stay….these are all issues every 
parent faces.

But here on Dartmoor there are farms where 
the little ones can help collect eggs, pet 
baby animals and enjoy being hands on with 
animals they’d not normally come across. 
There is unlimited space for the children to 
run around, woods to explore, rocks for a 
mini-climb, streams to splash in and wild 
ponies with their foals to watch, entranced.

Maybe you want to experience life in 
Victorian times in a working museum, visit 
the miniature ponies, take a trip on a steam 
train, or explore a castle; whatever your 
requirements, we have something for all the 
family on Dartmoor.

Child friendly hotels and even child friendly 
camping where baby sitting is on offer, 
experienced play leaders can amuse the kids 
in specialised areas, with organised games 
and lots of fun to help them run off their excess 
energy and make new friends.

We have Activity Providers who specialise 
in children’s activities, everything 
from archery, climbing, riding to gorge 
scrambling! Above all we hope that 
your trip to Dartmoor is fun, enjoyable, 
fascinating and restful. Bring the family, 
it’s fun!

www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/children

©Dingles Fairground Heritage Centre

©South Devon Railway

©Lydford Gorge Alpacas

©Museum of Dartmoor Life
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©Dave White - South West Lakes

©Haldon Forest

FAMILY FUN

©Museum of Dartmoor Life
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©Jenny How

Paws on the Moors
All of us on the Visit Dartmoor team have at least one dog, so we completely understand why more and more visitors these
days want to bring their dogs with them when they come to this beautiful National Park.

With a little understanding of how Dartmoor works and some knowledge of how the wildlife and livestock
in the Park are vitally important to its very existence, time spent on the moor with our dogs can be one of life’s great pleasures for
thousands of people.

Whether you choose to follow old railway tracks, well-worn paths that lead to Dartmoor’s most iconic tors, or grab a map to go
exploring, a day on the moors with your dog is great fun for you and your dog. 

We have everything you need for a visit with the canine members of your family, from superb, truly dog friendly accommodation to
family attractions that either welcome your dog or provide temporary accommodation for them, to the many dog-friendly places to
eat and drink on Dartmoor, the cafes, pubs and hotels that don’t mind muddy paws (often with a treat for your dog!)

More information including dog friendly accommodation can be found on the Visit Dartmoor website.
www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/dog-friendly 

Responsible owners are asked to enjoy Dartmoor by always keeping their dogs under close control, as there 
are sheep, wild ponies and cattle grazing all over Dartmoor! 

Dartmoor National Park Authority has by-laws and guidelines here - 
www.dartmoor.gov.uk/enjoy-dartmoor/planning-your-visit/visiting-with-your-dog 

©Dave Thoburn
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PAWS ON THE MOORS

©Malcolm Snelgrove

©Laura Moreno
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Walking For 
Pleasure
Walking is good for you. We all know that! But where 
you walk can have a profound impact on your mental 
health as well as your physical well-being.

Dartmoor has some of the most glorious, breath-
taking scenery in the whole of the UK, and you can 
enjoy it for free!

The far ranging vistas, with miles and miles of open 
countryside, herds of wild living ponies, mysterious 
and ancient woodlands, gently flowing rivers and 
massive towering granite tors are all within easy 
walking distance from the many car parking areas.

Stories like Hound of the Baskervilles and films like 
War Horse have fired the imagination of many, and 
encourage visitors to come and see for themselves 
the settings for these fabulous works!

It matters not one jot how young or old you are, 
whether you love to potter along just enjoying the 
peace and quiet, or prefer to load a rucksack and 
head off on a good old yomp, there are areas of the 
moor that will give you exactly what you need.

Dartmoor is home to some wonderful cycle tracks 
and easy-going footpaths which are pushchair-
friendly and easy to follow. This means that less 
mobile visitors using mobility scooters have the 
opportunity to explore the beautiful surroundings too. 

All the visitor centres on Dartmoor have 
knowledgeable, friendly staff who can advise you on 
specific walks to suit you and your family. They have 
car parks, loos, a wide range of maps, leaflets and 
fun merchandise too! Princetown visitor centre has 
fabulous exhibitions, interactive displays and films 
too, a great place to start your walk from.

Where else can you wander as a family amongst 
wild ponies, and shaggy Highland cattle, have 
the opportunity to spot deer, foxes, badgers, rare 
butterflies and cuckoos, all within easy walking 
distance of your car? It’s magic! Come and see 
for yourself!

www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/walking

©Pete McCrickard

©Sue Rowe

©Malcolm Snelgrove

©Simon Lloyd10
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©Fi Darby

©Simon Lloyd ©Baz Richardson

WALKING FOR PLEASURE

Signed Walking 
Routes To Enjoy 
www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/
signed-walking-routes

DEVON COAST TO COAST
The Devon Coast to Coast walk runs between Wembury 
on the South Devon coast and Lynmouth on the North 
Devon coast, passing through Dartmoor and Exmoor 
National Parks with some good or bad weather 
alternatives. The terrain is varied with stretches of open 
moor, deep wooded river valleys, green lanes and minor 
roads. It is waymarked except where it crosses open 
moorland. 

THE TEMPLER WAY – 18 MILES (29KM) 
The route links Haytor on Dartmoor with the seaport of 
Teignmouth on the south coast; the Templer Way traces 
the route by which granite was exported from Dartmoor 
via the unique Haytor Granite Tramway and the Stover 
Canal and is comprehensively waymarked except on the 
open moor. 

TWO CASTLES TRAIL – 24 MILES (38.6KM) 
The Two Castles Trail takes you through beautiful and 
peaceful countryside - from the edge of Dartmoor, past 
historic battlegrounds to the ancient capital of Cornwall 
- linking the Castles of Okehampton in the east and 
Launceston in the west. The route is waymarked except 
where it crosses open moorland. 

WEST DEVON WAY – 36 MILES (58KM) 
The West Devon Way runs along the western edge of the 
National Park between Okehampton and Plymouth and is 
waymarked except where it crosses open moorland. 
The route passes through Okehampton,Tavistock and 
Plymouth as well as some smaller settlements and 
covers landscapes of moorland, river valleys and pastoral 
scenery with good long- range views. 

DRAKE’S TRAIL 
The Yelverton to Plymouth section of the Drake’s Trail is 
now a great family route thanks to improvements near 
Clearbrook. As part of the Granite and Gears Project 
the steep, rough descent from Roborough Down to the 
railway path has been replaced by a gentle tarmaced 
ramp that is safe and easily cycled by most members of 
the family.

WALKING FOR PLEASURE

©Two Blondes
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HOTELS

The Hound of the Baskervilles
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle was said to have been inspired to write 
the Sherlock Holmes novel Hound of the Baskervilles from 
tales he heard about Dartmoor while staying at the Duchy Hotel 
in Princetown, which is now the National Park Visitor Centre 
Princetown.

Squire Cabell had an evil reputation and legend says that when 
he died in the late seventeenth century, a pack of black hounds 
ran howling across Dartmoor. Cabell is buried in Buckfastleigh 
and his coffin was entombed in a small building to stop him 
from riding out with his hounds.

The Dewerstone
The Dewerstone is a large granite outcrop over 100 metres 
high and its name derives from ‘Old Dewer’, the local term 
for the Devil. The legends say that he used to terrorize the 
moor at night with his pack of Wisht Hounds (from Wistman’s 
Wood) and drive poor travelers to their deaths off the top of the 
Dewerstone.

Spinster’s Rock
This is the only recognisable Neolithic Dolmen left in Devon 
and consists of three upright stones, with one large capstone. 
It was supposed to have been erected by three maidens 
one morning before breakfast. There are many tales about 
the stone circles and structures on Dartmoor, with the most 
common telling of maidens being turned into stone for dancing 
on the Sabbath.

Bowerman’s Nose
This granite stack near Manaton, has a few tales surrounding 
it. The most popular is that Bowerman was a hunter and one 
day, in pursuit of a hare, he ran through a coven of witches 
who were very angry that he’d upset their ritual. The next time 
Bowerman went hunting, one of the witches turned herself into 
a hare and led the hunter on a chase all over Dartmoor, until 
he was exhausted. Then all of the witches turned Bowerman to 
stone and his hounds became the rocks at Hound Tor.

www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/myths

Dartmoor Myths 
& Legends 
There can be no question that Dartmoor and its landscape has helped fire people’s beliefs and imagination. From the 
thick mists that suddenly appear and roll across the moor to the dark, bottomless mires and the craggy granite tors, 
each lends an air of mystery and magic, all ripe for associated legends and tales. Today we have a wealth of tales all of 
which relate the various strange events which took place somewhere in the Dartmoor landscape. No matter whether 
it’s a deep bottomless pool or a sleepy moorland hamlet there will be a story to be told.

The really fascinating thing is that due to Dartmoor’s unspoilt landscape it is possible to visit many of the places which 
are connected with the various tales and see them as they were when their events unfolded. From the sacred ritual 
monuments of prehistoric times to deserted settlements of yesteryear all are simply waiting to be explored. So when 
visiting Dartmoor why not take some time to journey into the past and witness for yourself the many mysterious places 
of the moor?

©Baz Richardson - Spinsters Rock

©Mark George - Bowerman’s Nose

©Cherry Lee-Wade - Kitty Jay’s grave12



MYTHS AND LEGENDS

The Hound of the Baskervilles
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle was said to have been inspired to write 
the Sherlock Holmes novel Hound of the Baskervilles from 
tales he heard about Dartmoor while staying at the Duchy Hotel 
in Princetown, which is now the National Park Visitor Centre 
Princetown.

Squire Cabell had an evil reputation and legend says that when 
he died in the late seventeenth century, a pack of black hounds 
ran howling across Dartmoor. Cabell is buried in Buckfastleigh 
and his coffin was entombed in a small building to stop him 
from riding out with his hounds.

The Dewerstone
The Dewerstone is a large granite outcrop over 100 metres 
high and its name derives from ‘Old Dewer’, the local term 
for the Devil. The legends say that he used to terrorize the 
moor at night with his pack of Wisht Hounds (from Wistman’s 
Wood) and drive poor travelers to their deaths off the top of the 
Dewerstone.

Spinster’s Rock
This is the only recognisable Neolithic Dolmen left in Devon 
and consists of three upright stones, with one large capstone. 
It was supposed to have been erected by three maidens 
one morning before breakfast. There are many tales about 
the stone circles and structures on Dartmoor, with the most 
common telling of maidens being turned into stone for dancing 
on the Sabbath.

Bowerman’s Nose
This granite stack near Manaton, has a few tales surrounding 
it. The most popular is that Bowerman was a hunter and one 
day, in pursuit of a hare, he ran through a coven of witches 
who were very angry that he’d upset their ritual. The next time 
Bowerman went hunting, one of the witches turned herself into 
a hare and led the hunter on a chase all over Dartmoor, until 
he was exhausted. Then all of the witches turned Bowerman to 
stone and his hounds became the rocks at Hound Tor.

www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/myths

©Anthony Francis-Jones - The Dewerstone 13



Taste of 
Dartmoor
Landscape creates communities, and the diverse terrain of 
Dartmoor National Park is home to some of the best local 
produce in the UK. Almost everything about this last wilderness 
has been decreed by its terrain; from the hardy cattle grazing 
all year on the high moors, to the mineral-rich Dartmoor spring 
water from the soft verdant valleys. 

We love our food on Dartmoor - and so we should. We pride 
ourselves on supplying some of the finest produce in the world. 
Our rolling wild landscape reflects freshness, quality and variety. 
Fresh and local are two words you’ll often hear to describe the 
food available here today. There’s meat, fresh from the moors 
around Princetown, fish, fresh from the trout farm at Tavistock, 
and fruit and vegetables picked early morning in the verdant 
fields around the villages. 

We’re also pretty good at cooking. Having great ingredients 
helps, but on Dartmoor you’ll discover innovative cookery by 
award-winning chefs using quality local produce and you can 
even learn to cook at one of the UK’s top cookery schools, 
situated in Ashburton. 

Our producers sell at farmer’s markets, as well as in local shops 
and farm-gate sales. Wherever you visit on Dartmoor you will 
see evidence of our ancient traditions on our unique landscape 
still being used today in our humane farming methods. 

Explore our What’s On pages 
www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/whats-on to find out 
more about our local food events, especially our annual Food 
Festivals across the moor and our Farmers Markets held weekly 
in our villages and small towns. 

Our butchers can show you the provenance of any of our 
Dartmoor meat, many of our bakeries bake from scratch, we have 
award-winning Delicatessens and Fish Deli’s and old-fashioned 
independent Green-grocers selling our Dartmoor produce. 

We are a proud community and our food and drink matters. 
Stella West Harling M.B.E. Founder/CEO of Ashburton Cookery School

www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/food

©The Ilsington Country House Hotel

©Two Bridges Hotel

©The Horn of Plenty

©Ullacombe Farm
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Close yet still a world away
Located on the Devon/Cornwall border and surrounded by stunning 

country views, The Horn of Plenty is a beautiful, independently owned 4-star 
Country House Hotel with a 2 AA Rosette fine dining restaurant.

Gulworthy, Tavistock, Devon PL19 8JD  
Tel 01822 832 528  

www.thehornofplenty.co.uk
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TASTE OF DARTMOOR

The Old Exeter has been going for almost 900
years making it one of the Oldest Inns of the
World. Sir Walter Raleigh was arrested at the 
Exeter on July 19 1603, for treason. Sir Francis 

Drake was also a regular drinker here.

26 West Street Ashburton Devon TQ13 7DU
Tel: 01364 652013

bookings@oldexeterinn.com
 

www.oldexeterinn.com

SPOILT
               FOR
 CHOICE

The Bedford Hotel
1 Plymouth Road

Tavistock PL19 8BB
01822 613221

www.bedford-hotel.co.uk

Two Bridges Hotel
Two Bridges

Dartmoor National Park  PL20 6SW
01822 892300

www.twobridges.co.uk

T
B
H

WO
RIDGES

OTEL
Dartmoor

T
B
H
HE

EDFORD
OTEL

Tavistock

Two beautiful hotels in two exceptional locations.
The Two Bridges Hotel, in the heart of Dartmoor
National Park, and The Bedford Hotel, in the
perfect Devon market town of Tavistock.

l Individually styled rooms
l Award-winning dining
l Traditional afternoon teas
l Weddings, celebrations and private dining
l A warm welcome, always
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On Yer 
Bike!
Many people have already discovered Dartmoor’s wonderful 
rural lanes, challenging bridleways and traffic free trails. 

On-road cycling is hugely popular across the UK, but across 
Dartmoor’s 368 square miles, you have a wonderful mix of 
challenging climbs and exhilarating descents, although you 
do need to keep any eye out for cattle, sheep and wild ponies!

Cycling here means 
that your ride is always 
accompanied by 
fantastic scenery – no 
wonder that the Tour of 
Britain chose Haytor as 
its first ever King of the 
Mountains stage finish 
in 2013. 

If you and your family 
prefer road riding to 
cross country, there are 
plenty of opportunities 
on Dartmoor. Explore 
family friendly traffic-
free trails such as 
the Granite Way 
(Okehampton – Lydford) 
or the Princetown 
Railway track taking 
you from the High Moor 
to Burrator reservoir. 
These trails allow you 
to get a real taste of 

Dartmoor but please remember that 
cycling on open moorland or common 
land is only allowed on public bridleways 
or designated routes. 

If you fancy exploring more then try the 
National Cycle Network route 27 Devon 
Coast to Coast or the circular 95 mile 
Dartmoor Way, which has the option of 
a 27-mile High Moorland link add-on to 
complete a ‘figure of eight’ route. 

©Adventure Okehampton
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ON YER BIKE

You don’t even have to bring your bike as there are number of bike hire options on and around Dartmoor including electric 
bikes, or better still take advantage of a tour of Dartmoor by electric bike. By hiring you know that your bike is in good working 
order, you have the right kit for your ride and you will know what the weather might do... remember there are plenty of great 
cafes and pubs to relax in though to shelter from the sun or rain! 

Whether on road or off road, a gentle traffic free trail or a punishing ascent, Dartmoor really does offer you all you could 
possibly want when it comes to cycling. 

Call in to any of the award winning National Park Visitor Centres for information, maps and leaflets from the friendly, 
knowledgeable staff. 

www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/cycling

ON YER BIKE

©Tamar Trails

www.visitdartmoor.co.uk
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Freedom 
for all 
abilities! 
Dartmoor should be accessible for everyone to 
enjoy, regardless of whether you are a top athlete, a 
family with small children or have impaired mobility 
or less physical ability than you would like.

There are trails that can be enjoyed in a wheelchair 
or on a Tramper, which are available to rent at 
locations like South West Mobility, Devon Cycle Hire 
and National Trust at Parke in Bovey Tracey.

Organisations such as Disabled Ramblers run a 
series of guided rambles for the less mobile in 
Dartmoor National Park, please read the feature 
articles in Active Dartmoor magazine;

l  Countryside Mobility on  
 Dartmoor
l  Disabled Ramblers  
 Association on Dartmoor
l  Climbing for All
l  Cycling for All

www.activedartmoor.com

We highly recommend that you 
contact the accommodation or 
activity provider direct to discuss 
your individual requirements 
before booking your rooms.

www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/access

©Countryside Mobility
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ACCESS FOR ALL

©Gillian Wells

www.visitdartmoor.co.uk
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Wild Ponies 
Galore
You will find the famous and very beautiful Dartmoor 
ponies living wild in herds all over Dartmoor, and one 
of the most enchanting sights imaginable in summer 
is a group of mares with their tiny foals tottering along 
beside them! 

There are all sorts of ponies living free in natural herds 
on the moor, from pedigree ponies registered with the 
Dartmoor Pony Society to the tiny 
fluffy Shetlands and hill ponies 
that come in every colour including 
black & white and brown & white.
Ponies have been recorded as living 
on Dartmoor since the Middle Ages. 
Archaeological investigation in the 
1970’s has shown that domesticated 
ponies were found on Dartmoor as 
early as 1500 BC. The first written 
record dates back as far as AD 
1012, and refers to wild horses in 
Ashburton on the southern edge of 
Dartmoor. Hoof-prints discovered 
during an archaeological dig were 
found to be 3,500 years old!

The superb metabolism of the 
ponies allows them to prosper 
in the harsh and inhospitable 
conditions they have to contend with 
during the winter months. Blessed 
with an exceptional temperament, 
their potential as children’s ponies and their ability 
to make wonderful companions, driving ponies and 
conservation grazers makes them the perfect choice for 
so many.

The pedigree Dartmoor Pony is sadly now an 
endangered breed, but fortunately this native home of 
theirs has several breeding farms where this beautiful 
and iconic pony is still bred and raised on the commons 
of Dartmoor. Many of the valuable bloodlines go back 
generations, and the instinctive knowledge of where 
to find the best grass, fresh water and good shelter is 
passed down through the ages,

A  lot of superb work is being done to preserve this     
rare-breed native pony and ensure its future on the 
moor. The Dartmoor Pony Heritage Trust has a custom 
built centre on the National Trust estate at Parke, Bovey

Photos ©Malcolm Snelgrove Photography
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WILD PONIES GALORE

01626 833234  www.dpht.co.uk
Parke Estate, Bovey Tracey, Devon, TQ13 9JQ  

Free Guided Walks at Bellever 
Enjoy a 2 to 3 hour walk around this wonderful moorland 
site, learning about the ponies, the environment and the 

ancient people who lived here (minimum group size 6+)

Fundraising for a variety of initiatives and activities to 
support the Dartmoor Pony on Dartmoor and for the 
Charity’s Conservation and Education Programmes

Tracey where you can meet their herd of beautiful 
Dartmoor ponies and learn about the work they do with 
Dartmoor farmers to provide a safe and viable future for 
the ponies.

All the ponies who live on the moor are extremely tough, 
and actually thrive on Dartmoor despite the harsh weather 
and poor vegetation. In fact, by grazing the moor, they 
play a vital role in maintaining a variety of habitats and 
supporting wildlife. 

Most have not been handled, so you should not approach 
them too closely, and absolutely must not feed them, 

especially in the car parks as this encourages them 
to associate cars with food, which can have tragic 
consequences. 

Enjoy them from a safe distance, be warned they are 
enormous time wasters and you will find it very difficult to 
tear yourself away. Here on Dartmoor we are very proud 
of our wild ponies and love them all!

You can learn more about the ponies on the 
Visit Dartmoor website.

www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/ponies 
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TOWN TITBITS

Ashburton

Ashburton was an important centre for the tin trade in the 
middle ages and in 1305 became one of the four official 
stannary towns (the others were Chagford, Plympton 
and Tavistock) which had special powers to assay the tin 
produced from the Dartmoor mines.

Today Ashburton is a lively town, with walking, canoeing, 
pony trekking and fishing bringing many visitors to the 
town. There are plenty of antique shops, a museum, 
galleries and a variety of eateries to sustain your interest. 
Some unusual ceremonial events dating from the 
stannary days are held through out the year, including an 
ale tasting and bread weighing ceremony!

Bovey Tracey

Lying on the West Teign river, Bovey is named for the Saxon 
township of “Bofa” and the medieval landlord William de 
Tracey, who built the church in 1200 as penance for his part 
in the murder of Thomas Becket. 

The town’s history is detailed in the Heritage Centre at the 
old station. You can find out more about the town at the 
Tourist Information Centre in the town car park.

The town has a range of specialist shops, as well as a 
Farmers Market on alternate Saturdays.

A little further to the west is Haytor Down where the massive 
Tor attracts hundreds of visitors each year. Close by is Haytor 
Quarry where granite was hewn for prestigious buildings in 
London including London Bridge. 

Chagford

In 2015 this beautiful and atmospheric small town was 
voted Best Place to Live in England! A bustling and very 
popular location, Chagford is an old Stannary town, 
now with a thriving and lively community of artists and 
musicians, as well as attracting walkers and visitors from 
all over the world.

The town is full of history and stories…one of the Pilgrim 
Fathers by the name of John Endecott lived here before 
heading off on his epic adventure to the New World

Ivybridge

Commonly known as the gateway to South Dartmoor, 
Ivybridge has a great deal to offer visitors. Superb 
shopping, close proximity to the A38 meaning easy access 
to Plymouth and Exeter. Set on the River Erne, it’s a great 
place as a base for exploring Dartmoor whilst mixing in 
some shopping and culture!

©Mike Crowe - Ashburton ©Baz Richardson - Chagford

©Mike Crowe - Bovey Tracey

Town Titbits

©Baz Richardson- Moretonhampstead
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TOWN TITBITS

Moretonhampstead

All sorts of things go on in and around this busy and very 
popular small Dartmoor town! It’s a hive of activity through 
out the summer months especially, with walkers, cyclists, 
antique hunters, cream tea and art enthusiasts!

Arts and crafts are so popular here that a buzzing community 
has grown up around them. With an open air swimming pool, 
letterbox trail of it’s own, this is one of the gateways to the 
moor that has more on offer than you might expect.

It’s on the A382 and is one of the main intersections 
leading up onto the moor.

Okehampton

The market town of Okehampton is richly served by charming 
independent shops as well as several major supermarkets. 
Red Lion Yard is a lovely retail area, which used to be the 
stabling yard of the Red Lion Hotel. 

Not many towns, particularly small rural towns, can 
boast an original Victorian arcade, such as can be seen in 
Okehampton. It offers the local community an eclectic range 
of independent retailers, providing everything from fresh 
produce to local services. 

Okehampton and north Dartmoor has recently become very 
much more accessible due to the Dartmoor Line train service 
from Exeter being re-instated. (See Visit Dartmoor website)

During the summer months there’s also the option of 
continuing along the line on the volunteer-run Dartmoor 
Railway to Meldon where there are spectacular views and 
access to Meldon Reservoir and Yes Tor.

The town is home to the fascinating Museum of Dartmoor Life 
which also houses the Okehampton Tourist Information Centre. 

Picturesque Okehampton Castle (which dates to the 
Domesday Book) sits in an elevated position above 
Okehampton’s Old Town Park Nature Reserve which offers 
some wonderful walks. (See Visit Dartmoor website) 

Simmons Park has woodland walks, ornamental fountains and 
waterfalls, riverside walks, beautiful gardens, bowling green 
and a children’s adventure area.

Princetown

I think most people, if they’ve heard of Dartmoor, will have 
heard of Princetown! Most famous of course for it’s austere 
and forbidding prison which was built during the Napoleonic 
Wars, but also for being the place where Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle found his inspiration when he came up with the idea 
of writing Hound of the Baskervilles. Nowadays a whole 
industry has sprung up around the story, with films and 
plenty of guided tours. The Dartmoor National Park Visitor 
Centre here is a must for your itinerary!

Tavistock

An enchanting and very popular ancient Stannary 
town, Tavistock has a huge amount to offer visitors and 
travellers. A beautiful park, through which the River Tavy 
runs, a huge selection of lovely old shops, five minutes 
from the open moor and a bustling farmer’s market!

Each autumn, the town comes alive with festivities and a fair 
when the famous Goosey Fair occurs, and a little later on in 
the year a Dickensian evening takes place in December.

www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/explore

©Baz Richardson - Tavistock

©Palickap - Princetown
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©Tavistock Pannier Market
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TOWN TITBITS

Okehampton Castle, which dates 
back to the Domesday Book

Known as one of the walking centres 
of Devon, with superb access to 

Dartmoor direct from the town,

Fantastic for walking, cycling 
and riding. Several National 
Trust properties are in easy 
reach.

Two Castles Trail, Tarka 
Trail, Granite Way and 

the West Devon Way to 
Plymouth are all easily accessible 

from the town centre.

There are guided walks from and around 
the town, wild swimming in the rivers, 
a golf course, museum, swimming 
pool and the extremely beautiful 
Simmons Park.

VISIT OKEHAMPTON
Gateway to the Moor

www.vis itokehampton.co.uk

©Tavistock Pannier Market

27



EAT STAY SHOP DISCOVER 

The “jewel in the crown” of Dartmoor 
National Park in Devon, Ashburton is   
not only the Southern Gateway to 
Dartmoor, with a choice of local 
accommodation and campsites, it's also 
the ideal base from which to explore    
the whole region - from moor to sea.  

An eclectic mix of independent shops 
cater to all tastes and occasions with a 
genuine care for their customers that  
you won’t find in a city-centre chain. 

Busy restaurants, pubs, cafés and tea 
rooms buzz with conversation whilst 
tantalising aromas beckon you in from 
the street - just step inside for a taste     
of the best the South West has to offer!  

www.discoverashburton.info 

TOWN TITBITS
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@visittotnes

©Moretonhampstead

TOWN TITBITS
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HORSING AROUND

©Photos Malcolm Snelgrove Photography
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ROD & REEL
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©Baz Richardson - Wheal Betsy

©Alex Graeme - Hameldown

©DNPA

Step back in Time
When you gaze out across Dartmoor’s high moorland and empty wild spaces, it is hard to believe that you are looking at a 
landscape that has been managed for over six thousand years. 

Dartmoor’s first occupants were hunter-gatherers and, all over the moor, you can find archaeological evidence of our 
occupation of the land, right from the first ancient hunting communities, all the way through to today’s hill farmers and 
visitors. It is this sense of history that makes Dartmoor such an exciting and interesting place to explore.

When humans first came here, exposed tors would have been flanked on either side by densely wooded valleys, the 
remnants of which can still be found in the ancient woodlands of Dartmoor. These are best represented by the famous 
Wistman’s Wood and Black a Tor Copse, with their dense stands of gnarled, moss-covered oaks. 

©Anthony Honeywill32



©Steve Grigg

Throughout the Neolithic and through the Bronze and Iron ages, successive introductions of new farming techniques 
pushed back the boundaries of the woodland. The remains of settlements high up on the moor attest to a different 
landscape and a warmer climate to that which we experience today. 

Grimspound is a spectacular example of one of these settlements, with the remains of many houses and an intact 
boundary wall. Dartmoor has the largest concentration of Bronze Age remains anywhere in the UK. 

More information on the Visit Dartmoor website. 

www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/archaeology

STEP BACK IN TIME

©Mike Pesterfield

©Visit Dartmoor©Anthony Honeywill

You’re never more than a few 
footsteps away from some 
amazing history.

There are over 5,000 hut circles 
(that we know of) in the National 
Park? 

Hut circles today look like small 
circles of rocks. But nearly 
4,000 years ago in the Bronze 
Age these granite buildings had 
walls up to about 1 metre high 
and were topped with a conical 
thatched roof, supported by 
a timber frame.  

Some contained hearths and 
were obvious dwellings while 
others may have been used for 
storage or workshops.

DID YOU
KNOW

STEP BACK IN TIME
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WILD PONIES GALORE

©Dartmoor’s Daughter

©Richard Wiles

Try 
Something 
Different
Everyone knows that you can walk and cycle across 
Dartmoor. But there are other, less well known 
activities that you can enjoy if you have a mind to and 
a bit of a sense of adventure. 

Try exploring the moor on horseback, do a bit of 
daredevil climbing or bouldering, or let yourself be 
educated by one of the many guides who run super 
tours all across the moor. And on the water? Pitch 
yourself against the river when you try kayaking or 
canoeing, learn from some of the best fishermen in 
the country how to fly fish. 

Try Letterboxing, Tor Bagging, 
Geocaching, Navigation courses, 
Photography Workshops, there’s a 
whole host of fantastic opportunities 
on offer when you visit Dartmoor! 

www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/active

©Richard Wiles

©Crag 2 Mountain ©Ken Taylor

©Dartmoor Llama Walks

Climbing
Dartmoor has some of the finest climbing spots. The granite tors protruding from the earth provide the perfect playground 
for those of a Spiderman disposition. 

The tors offer excellent climbing and bouldering for all abilities from the very beginner to the truly awesome expert. And 
there is enough space in this wonderful wilderness to climb alone or as part of a group. 

Dartmoor has many climbing and bouldering spots to be explored but it’s worth checking out the British Mountaineering 
Council’s website for a comprehensive list. www.thebmc.co.uk 

Dartmoor is a protected landscape with many rare species, plants, and habitats. It is down to us, the people 
that love and use Dartmoor to ensure we look after it, so please take a look at the Code of Conduct before 
setting out on your adventure so that Dartmoor’s special qualities remain for our children and grandchildren. 

www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/climbing 

Saddle Up!
Nothing beats the feeling of riding a horse on the open moors, away from the confines of an arena or restrictions of the 
roads. The feeling of total freedom, the raw beauty of Dartmoor’s common land stretched out before you, with four legs 
under you to take you on a journey of joy and discovery. 

Whether you wish to go fast or slow or a mixture of the two, riding a horse across Dartmoor is a fabulous way to explore the 
moor. In contrast to the open moor you may prefer to ride the quiet paths and bridleways through the villages, woods and 
forests, and many of these are on the outer fringes of the moor.

If you fancy giving Dartmoor riding a try there are stables where you can hire horses and be safely escorted 
to the wild places of the moor by qualified and experienced guides, or if you have your own horse there are 
also places that you can stay and bring you equine partner too. 

Top tips - take a map, your camera and money for the pub, most moor pubs are horse friendly! 

www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/horse-riding

Rod & Reel
The reservoirs and rivers of Dartmoor offer some of the best trout fishing that the UK has to offer. Combined with the 
majestic backdrop of the moors and valleys, a day’s fishing couldn’t feel wilder! 

Kennick and Burrator Reservoirs offer access to two of the best Rainbow trout fisheries in the country from the bank or a 
boat. A day at either beautiful venue will leave you wanting to book another trip to Dartmoor. 

If you enjoy reservoir fishing for Brown trout, then you can’t go wrong with a trip to either Fernworthy 
reservoir or Roadford Lake. Information about reservoirs and permits is available from the South West 
Lakes Trust on 01566 771930. 
 
www.swlakesfishing.co.uk
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Climbing
Dartmoor has some of the finest climbing spots. The granite tors protruding from the earth provide the perfect playground 
for those of a Spiderman disposition. 

The tors offer excellent climbing and bouldering for all abilities from the very beginner to the truly awesome expert. And 
there is enough space in this wonderful wilderness to climb alone or as part of a group. 

Dartmoor has many climbing and bouldering spots to be explored but it’s worth checking out the British Mountaineering 
Council’s website for a comprehensive list. www.thebmc.co.uk 

Dartmoor is a protected landscape with many rare species, plants, and habitats. It is down to us, the people 
that love and use Dartmoor to ensure we look after it, so please take a look at the Code of Conduct before 
setting out on your adventure so that Dartmoor’s special qualities remain for our children and grandchildren. 

www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/climbing 

Saddle Up!
Nothing beats the feeling of riding a horse on the open moors, away from the confines of an arena or restrictions of the 
roads. The feeling of total freedom, the raw beauty of Dartmoor’s common land stretched out before you, with four legs 
under you to take you on a journey of joy and discovery. 

Whether you wish to go fast or slow or a mixture of the two, riding a horse across Dartmoor is a fabulous way to explore the 
moor. In contrast to the open moor you may prefer to ride the quiet paths and bridleways through the villages, woods and 
forests, and many of these are on the outer fringes of the moor.

If you fancy giving Dartmoor riding a try there are stables where you can hire horses and be safely escorted 
to the wild places of the moor by qualified and experienced guides, or if you have your own horse there are 
also places that you can stay and bring you equine partner too. 

Top tips - take a map, your camera and money for the pub, most moor pubs are horse friendly! 

www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/horse-riding

Rod & Reel
The reservoirs and rivers of Dartmoor offer some of the best trout fishing that the UK has to offer. Combined with the 
majestic backdrop of the moors and valleys, a day’s fishing couldn’t feel wilder! 

Kennick and Burrator Reservoirs offer access to two of the best Rainbow trout fisheries in the country from the bank or a 
boat. A day at either beautiful venue will leave you wanting to book another trip to Dartmoor. 

If you enjoy reservoir fishing for Brown trout, then you can’t go wrong with a trip to either Fernworthy 
reservoir or Roadford Lake. Information about reservoirs and permits is available from the South West 
Lakes Trust on 01566 771930. 
 
www.swlakesfishing.co.uk
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UNDER THE STARS

Under the 
Stars
Everyone has their own idea of the perfect camping spot. For
some it is a pristine site with a sparkling shower complex,
clubhouse and amenities; for others it is a field in the middle
of nowhere with amazing views over the surrounding
countryside. Well, we have both and everything in between.

If roughing it isn’t really your thing, we have something that
just might be so why not enjoy Dartmoor from your own 
luxury yurt? Complete with sleigh beds, wood burners, roll 
top baths and outstanding views over Dartmoor, it doesn’t 
get much better.

Perhaps a camping pod would suit? Wooden pods, fully
equipped to provide a clean, warm base from which to enjoy
your holiday, are an unusual alternative to hiring a caravan.

We also have several locations offering quaint shepherd 
huts, an old-fashioned way to enjoy starlit nights and the 
quiet of the countryside.

Country Parks and Holiday Parks on and around Dartmoor
are superb for families, with activities for children, on-site
shops, swimming pools and adventure areas. My own family
enjoyed a fantastic week in a fully equipped static caravan
at one of the campsites here, so much so that my 5 yr. old
grandson really didn’t want to go home!

There is a lot to be said for the good, old-fashioned 
campsite and Dartmoor has some of the best for views, 
peace, tranquillity, wildlife and location. If you want a 
value for money holiday, with Dartmoor literally on your 
doorstep, plenty of space to spread out, 
adventures for the kids, local food, and 
a friendly face, you should come to 
Dartmoor and camp.

www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/camping

©Jane Kellett

©Rushford Hut

©Oak Tree Lane

©Tor Royal

Arty Days
For centuries artists of all types have been drawn to
Dartmoor by its imposing landscapes and ever-
changing light conditions. Described by writers and
poets as one of the last remaining wildernesses in
Britain, the rugged moorland terrain and ancient
thatched villages have inspired artists, traditional and
contemporary, local and international.

In Moretonhampstead, on the edge of Dartmoor, a
popular centre for walking, the town is becoming well
known for its arts culture too. The attractive converted
Victorian schoolhouse of Green Hill incorporates a
contemporary art gallery with a 
year-round programme of art
based courses and workshops 
for all abilities.

Not far away, located in Bovey 
Tracey, MAKE South-West 
(formerly Devon Guild of 
Craftsmen ) is a large craft centre 
displaying stimulating
exhibitions and events where 
visitors can buy, make and learn
about contemporary crafts. 

House of Marbles with its four 
museums, a working glasswork 
and many superb displays is 
also a must-see.

Dartmoor Galleries
We have several wonderful 
galleries including Salar Gallery 
in Hatherleigh, and Wildwood 
Arts in Yelverton, celebrating the 
unique skills and crafts of artists 
who have visited or been stirred 
by the wilds of Dartmoor. It is well 
worth planning a trip to Dartmoor 
to see these diverse art venues.

www.visitdartmoor.
co.uk/creative
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©The Sculpture School

©MAKE South-West

©Salar Gallery
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popular centre for walking, the town is becoming well
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Victorian schoolhouse of Green Hill incorporates a
contemporary art gallery with a 
year-round programme of art
based courses and workshops 
for all abilities.

Not far away, located in Bovey 
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Craftsmen ) is a large craft centre 
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exhibitions and events where 
visitors can buy, make and learn
about contemporary crafts. 
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museums, a working glasswork 
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also a must-see.
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in Hatherleigh, and Wildwood 
Arts in Yelverton, celebrating the 
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©Wildwood Arts

©Green Hill Arts
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Places to 
play and 
picnic
BELLEVER FOREST
www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/bellever-forest 
Explore this stunning location in the heart of Dartmoor
Enjoy the tranquility of a picnic by the East Dart river or an 
exhilarating walk up to Bellever Tor to take in the stunning 
views. Explore the forest itself and discover a wealth of wildlife, 
archaeology and grazing Dartmoor ponies.

Enjoy a tasty treat in the forest at one of our picnic tables, just 
bring along good food and company!

We have two picnic tables located next to the car park for   
easy access.

BURRATOR ARBORETUM & NATURE RESERVE 
www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/burrator
If you would like to wander in the woodland, meander in the 
meadow, spot dragonflies, count the different birds you can hear 
and listen to the rippling Narrator Brook, then put an hour aside 
for a wildlife encounter in the Burrator Arboretum.

The Arboretum and associated footpaths was originally created 
following the storms in the late 1980s as a collection of native 
and non-native trees.  One of its primary functions is to provide 
easy access to reservoir visitors who may find it more difficult to 
explore other areas of the site. 

MELDON RESERVOIR 
www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/meldon-reservoir 
Surrounded by steep sided banks and approximately 900 feet 
above sea level, Meldon Reservoir offers some of the most breath 
taking scenery that Dartmoor has to offer. Enjoy a leisurely walk 
and explore the network of off-road footpaths, bridleways and 
old tracks that cross the valley. For keen ramblers, navigate open 
moorland and experience a real adventure in Dartmoor.

©Jacky Pearce - South West Lakes, Burrator

©Alex Graeme - Bellever Forest

©Forestry Commission - Haldon Forest ©Alex Graeme - Bellever Forest
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PLACES TO PLAY AND PICNIC

Places to 
play and 
picnic
BELLEVER FOREST
www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/bellever-forest 
Explore this stunning location in the heart of Dartmoor
Enjoy the tranquility of a picnic by the East Dart river or an 
exhilarating walk up to Bellever Tor to take in the stunning 
views. Explore the forest itself and discover a wealth of wildlife, 
archaeology and grazing Dartmoor ponies.

Enjoy a tasty treat in the forest at one of our picnic tables, just 
bring along good food and company!

We have two picnic tables located next to the car park for   
easy access.

BURRATOR ARBORETUM & NATURE RESERVE 
www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/burrator
If you would like to wander in the woodland, meander in the 
meadow, spot dragonflies, count the different birds you can hear 
and listen to the rippling Narrator Brook, then put an hour aside 
for a wildlife encounter in the Burrator Arboretum.

The Arboretum and associated footpaths was originally created 
following the storms in the late 1980s as a collection of native 
and non-native trees.  One of its primary functions is to provide 
easy access to reservoir visitors who may find it more difficult to 
explore other areas of the site. 

MELDON RESERVOIR 
www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/meldon-reservoir 
Surrounded by steep sided banks and approximately 900 feet 
above sea level, Meldon Reservoir offers some of the most breath 
taking scenery that Dartmoor has to offer. Enjoy a leisurely walk 
and explore the network of off-road footpaths, bridleways and 
old tracks that cross the valley. For keen ramblers, navigate open 
moorland and experience a real adventure in Dartmoor.

©Jenny How - Scorhill Stone Circle

SCORHILL STONE CIRCLE 
www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/scorhill
Scorhill Stone Circle is an English Heritage scheduled 
monument, one of Devon’s biggest and most intact stone 
circles, situated on Gidleigh Common on the north east of 
Dartmoor.

The circle was constructed in the Bronze Age, it has 23 
standing stones and 11 laid flat, and is approximately 27 
metres in diameter. The stones vary in height from 0.85 
metres to a hefty 2.25 metres.

When viewed from the centre of the circle, the sun sets 
over the stone’s tip on Midsummer’s Eve, indicating some 
meaning in ‘archaeo-astronomy’.

HAYTOR
www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/haytor
If you’re in the Bovey Tracey area then this has to be the 
place to take your picnic. Although Haytor is the most iconic 
tor on Dartmoor with it’s own visitor centre and thousands 
of visitors each year it’s still possible to find a quite spot 
for a picnic and enjoy the views uninterrupted. Rather than 
picnicking right beside the rocks why not drop down a little 
and explore the area around the disused quarries either to 
the west or north east of the tor itself or walk out along the 
granite tramway that now forms the start of the Templer 
Way, a walking trail that follows the old export route of the 
granite from the quarries to the coast?

SIMMONS PARK OKEHAMPTON  
If you’re looking for a great picnic spot for younger children 
on the northern side of the National Park or perhaps a 
more sheltered option during the shoulder months, then 
Simmons Park, Okehampton is the place to visit. Situated 
250 metres south of the centre of the town, to the west of 
the East Okement River, Simmons Park covers 4 hectares 
and includes formal gardens, specimen trees, rocky banks 
planted with ornamental shrubs, woodland and grassy areas 
perfect for spreading out a picnic rug or playing games. 

NATSWORTHY GATE – WIDECOMBE
If you’re looking for a quiet stream-side spot then consider 
stopping off at Natsworthy Gate approximately 2 miles north 
of Widecombe-in-the-Moor along a minor road that leads out 
of the centre of the village. Keeping to the right of the East 
Webburn River which is still really a stream at this point, 
walk along the path partly up towards the Airforce memorial 
stone then branch left to a small pool by the stream, with a 
little tree for shade and water for a cooling paddle.

©Leila Nottage

©Raman Kaur - Haytor
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So 
much 
to do!
Dartmoor has the capacity 
to offer something for 
everyone, regardless of 
your interests, passion, 
physical fitness or mobility.
 

THINGS TO DO

DARTMOOR GUIDED WALKS
With Paul Rendell

www.paulrendelldartmoor.co.uk     
paul.dartmoor@gmail.com   01837 54727

Walk on the moors with an 
experienced Dartmoor Guide to 
learn about the history, wildlife as 
well as the legends. Walks can be 
tailored to suit your group or you 
can come along on the public  
walks which are on the web site. 

Bespoke tours for up to 5 people with storyteller
and chauffeur. Come along and explore the mythical

landscape of Dartmoor with us

Find out more:
www.moorstoursdartmoor.co.uk

T: 07748730214 E: davidtiptrips@gmail.com
Facebook: @MoorsandMoreToursDevon

©Moors & More Tours

Explore. Learn. Enjoy.
Book a private guide or select 

from our upcoming walks
www.dartmoorsdaughter.com

Adults £6
Children £4
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THINGS TO DO

Get Adventuring from Okehampton 

FREE TRAIL MAP

Ride the Dartmoor Line to Okehampton
GWR and Network have reopened the train line to Okehampton. 
Daily services from Exeter provide an easy day trip or holiday on Dartmoor.
From the Station, you can walk, cycle, climb, kayak and stay.

Opening Spring 2022: NEW CAFE
The Bulleid Buffet, Okehampton Station will be opening in Spring 2022 
offering full Dartmoor breakfast, light meals, snacks and drinks. 
There will be range of locally sourced treats, cakes, and in the afternoon 
cream teas, so great place to stop after a day out riding the Granite Way 
or walking on Dartmoor.

Accommodation
www.yha.org.uk/hostel/yha-okehampton
Two youth hostels & campsite in Okehampton
Booking online via YHA website. In low season, book on exclusive hire 
for whole buildings: 34, 45 or 72 Beds.
From Easter to October Family Rooms (with and without bathrooms) 
are available in school holidays and at weekends.
Catering available as well as self-catering kitchen, lounge, games room, 
drying rooms. Fully Licensed.

Adventure Activities (Book online)
www.adventureokehampton.com Tel: 01837 53916
Choose from 5 different multi-activity half-days or full days or customise 
your own package. Book online for small groups of 6 for most of 2022. 
If you can’t see what you want send an enquiry or call. Most activities 
suitable for age 5 or more.
Rock Climb, Gorge Scramble, Kayak, Canoe, Raft-Building, Cycle, 
Bush Craft, High Ropes, Guided Walks, Overnight Expeditions,
Timing can be amended to work with arriving/departing trains

GraniteWay Cycle Hire Hub at YHA Okehampton
www.granitewaycycles.co.uk Tel: 01837 53916 or 650907
l Large Cycle Hire Fleet
l Mountain Bikes (Adult and Child)
l Traditional Bikes (Adult)
l Electric Bikes
l Tag-a-longs and Baby Chariot/Trailers
l At Okehampton Station and at start of Granite Way Traffic Free cycle trail
l Free car parking at Cycle Hire hub



Enjoy a walk through some of 
the largest woodland restoration 
projects in the region, led by an 
experienced woodland naturalist who 
is deeply involved in the long-term 
conservation work in these valleys.

matt@ravenquest.co.uk
07884 241695

www.ravenquest.co.uk

Nature Discovery Walks

We are offering a range of guided 
Alpaca & Llama Walks on Dartmoor, 

no need to worry about carrying 
your picnic lunch as our experienced 
trekking llamas will carry this for you. www.dartmoorllamawalks.co.uk

01364 631489 or 07776215418

“Griff’s Great Britain “. Griff loved being 
with our Llamas!

Dartmoor Llama Walks
Alpaca & Llama Walking on Dartmoor

THINGS TO DO

Please note - Dare Devil activities and 
Dartmoor Bike Park available at additional cost

11
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What will you discover?
•  Waymarked walking trails
• Lively wildlife and fascinating history
• Stunning views from Bellever Tor
• Scenic picnicking

Just off the B3212 at Postbridge.

  Fall in love with...

Bellever Forest

forestryengland.uk
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From dramatic coastlines and rugged moorland, to 
beautiful beaches and rolling hills, from bustling cities 
to picturesque villages, South Devon has it all.

It’s your perfect destination for shopping, watersports, family days out, 
for active mornings or lazy afternoons watching the world go by.
For your wider South devon adventure be sure to visit our website.

visitsouthdevon.co.uk

THINGS TO DO
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THINGS TO DO

The Dartmoor Line from 
Exeter to Okehampton 
has reopened after nearly 
50 years.

Okehampton station is 
at the northern tip of the 
National Park. Enjoy 
walks right from the 
station to explore woods 
and waterfalls, cosy 
villages and rugged peaks.

Trains run seven days 
a week. The journey 
takes approximately 
40 minutes.

THE
DARTMOOR LINE

Connecting people with Dartmoor

East Okement ValleyOkehampton Castle Belstone Tor

Find out more and plan your trip: www.dartmoorline.com/visit

45



www.visitdartmoor.co.uk
©Boringdon Hall

PERFECT PAMPERING
Hotels
Dartmoor is proud to host a huge range of hotels across and around it’s beautiful landscape. 

Whatever you prefer can be found here, from top class luxury where opulence and grandeur abound, 
and your every whim or wish can be catered for, to gorgeous family hotels offering comfort, a warm 
welcome and local knowledge about the area.

There are castles, and country estates, small rural hotels with that wonderful personal touch, and 
fabulous town hotels where you will have the best of both worlds, stunning scenery on your doorstep but 
the benefits of having cinema, restaurants and shopping close by as well. But wherever you stay, the love 
for Dartmoor, the passion for fresh, locally produced food, and a pride in superb service will all ensure 
that your stay  on Dartmoor is fabulous, and memorable for all the right reasons.

For more information on our 
accommodation and to book online go to -
www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/hotels   
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©Boringdon Hall

HOTELS

Family owned and run 
country house hotel set within 
the Dartmoor National Park, 

yet only 4 miles from the A38.
Set in 10 acres of private 

grounds with award winning 
food and beautiful Spa area. 
Ideal for rest and relaxation.

A choice of two dining areas: 
Our 2 AA rosette Restaurant 
with stunning moorland views 
or our bistro, open all day for 
food and drinks, which also 
has a large sun terrace for 

al fresco dining.

Indoor pool, hydrotherapy 
pool, sauna, steam room, 

fitness suite and 
treatment rooms.

Non-residents most welcome 
for morning coffee, afternoon 

tea, lunches, dinner, 
Spa packages 

and much, much more!

Ilsington Country 
House Hotel 

NEAR HAYTOR, DARTMOOR

Visit Devon Tourism Awards Gold 2019
Gold Winner in South West England Tourism Excellence Awards 2017 for Spa and Wellness

Gold Winner in South Devon’s Hotel of the Year 2016

Ilsington Hotel, Ilsington Village, Nr Newton Abbot, Devon TQ13 9RR
Telephone: 01364 661452  www.ilsington.co.uk
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NESTLED IN THE ROLLING VALLEYS OF  
DARTMOOR NATIONAL PARK,  

YOU WILL FIND AWARD WINNING LUXURY AT BOVEY CASTLE

Escape to Bovey Castle
The hotel offers 60 bedrooms and 22 self catering 
country lodges tucked away in the grounds. Smith’s 
Brasserie, luxury ‘Elan Spa’, award-winning 18 hole 
championship golf course and an array of outdoor 
pursuits and activities. 
 
Fashioned from local granite and vaulted with English 
oak, each lodge echoes the enduring character of 
Devon’s ancient moorlands. Shaded by woodland, 
bordered by lakes and manicured lawns, the lodge 
becomes your own private sanctuary – set within more 
than 275 acres of Dartmoor National Park and minutes 
away from the luxurious hospitality of Bovey Castle. 
It’s time to escape the hustle and bustle of the real 
world and relax to just the sound of birdsong and the 
crackle of a roaring fire. 

BOVEY CASTLE, NORTH BOVEY, DARTMOOR NATIONAL PARK  
BOVEYCASTLE.COM  |  01647 445000

20_12_2021 - Discover Dartmoor Guide - BC.indd   120_12_2021 - Discover Dartmoor Guide - BC.indd   1 21/12/2021   12:2921/12/2021   12:29

�e Enchanted Place
on the Hill
Escape to the edges of idyllic Dartmoor this 
year for a relaxing and sumptuous stay at  
5* Boringdon Hall and Gaia Spa.

To book your stay, speak to 
our Reservations team via
01752 344455

Or book online via
boringdonhall.co.uk

@boringdonhall  |  @gaiaboringdon  |  @Acleaf
2016
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oak, each lodge echoes the enduring character of 
Devon’s ancient moorlands. Shaded by woodland, 
bordered by lakes and manicured lawns, the lodge 
becomes your own private sanctuary – set within more 
than 275 acres of Dartmoor National Park and minutes 
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©Two Bridges Hotel

�e Enchanted Place
on the Hill
Escape to the edges of idyllic Dartmoor this 
year for a relaxing and sumptuous stay at  
5* Boringdon Hall and Gaia Spa.

To book your stay, speak to 
our Reservations team via
01752 344455

Or book online via
boringdonhall.co.uk

@boringdonhall  |  @gaiaboringdon  |  @Acleaf
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www.visitdartmoor.co.uk
©Swallow Barn

SUIT YOURSELF
Self Catering accommodation
Your perfect getaway could be anything from a high end lodge in the grounds of a castle to a rustic log 
cabin, a picture postcard thatched cottage or a gorgeous barn conversion set on a working farm. 

You can find properties with indoor pools, rambling gardens, hot tubs; some with large inglenook 
fireplaces or drying rooms, even games rooms, and farmhouse kitchens.  

There are cottages on Dartmoor that stand alone on the moor, and those that are right in the centre of 
a thriving market town; some properties sit inside a large country estate, others just a short walk from 
the village pub.

Whatever your needs are, you can definitely find something to suit you on Dartmoor.

For more information on our 
accommodation and to book online go to -
www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/self-catering
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SELF CATERING

Peartree Cottage
Northlew, Devon, EX20 3BT

Tel: 01837 658750     www.peartreecottagedevon.com

A warm welcome awaits you at Peartree Cottage, a 
charming two-bedroom, self-catering cottage standing 
in the 2-acre grounds of Howards Gorhuish. Ideal for 

countryside lovers who just want to get away from it all.

www.visitdartmoor.co.uk

l	Central Dartmoor location
l	Sleep well in superior comfort
l	Simple self-catering
l	Unlimited tea and coffee, with  
 fresh milk (or oat milk)  
l	Straightforward social distancing
l	Cook your own pizza in our   
 pizza ovens
l	Dine in our outdoor sheltered dining area
l	King / Superking / Group / Family Rooms
l	Shop and dine on the doorstep:   
 cafes, pubs and shops just two minutes 
 from our door

Ramblers’ Rest, Princetown, Yelverton Devon, PL20 6QT
www.ramblersrest.uk  01822 66 50 50  hello@ramblersrest.uk

Nikki & Terry look forward to welcoming you to 
the Railway Ramblers’ Rest. Located in the centre 
of Dartmoor, in Princetown. All of the rooms offer 
a kitchenette, allowing you to enjoy a cool drink 
in the evenings, provide your own breakfast and 
perhaps even make your own lunch for your day of 
exploration on Dartmoor. Perfect for adventurers.

“...walk out, straight onto the moor…” “You honestly couldn’t ask for better 
hosts - we will be visiting again...” “Beds and bedding are super comfy…Some 
lovely personal touches.” “It’s in a perfect location opposite the tourist hub for the 
moors… Lovely place and lovely people.” “...the place is amazing, cosy, super clean 
and with everything you may need :)” “The kitchen corner had all I needed, 
including mini fridge, plates and cutlery.”   

Self-catering 
Guesthouse

Dartmoor is 
about the same 
size as 20,000 
football pitches.

DID YOU
KNOW
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SELF CATERING

This restored medieval farm building provides a unique holiday home with 
three large, luxury en-suite double bedrooms sleeping up to six adults plus a 
baby/infant. It has a spacious open-plan lounge with well-equipped kitchen 

and dining areas. A spectacular vaulted games room with pool and table 
tennis for evening and wet day entertainment. 

 Tithe Barn 
  A S H B U R T O N

Headborough Road, Ashburton TQ13 7QR   Tel. 01364 654 689

www.tithebarnashburton.co.uk

Bramblemoor Cottage
Leusdon, Poundsgate, Devon, TQ13 7NU

Tel: 01364 631410     www.bramblemoor.co.uk

This single storey Dartmoor cottage sleeps 2 people and was converted from a Bulb drying 
store, at the turn of the last century, an ideal walking centre. Set within three acres of 

grounds, the garden and smallholding (with poultry, sheep and goats), are run on organic 
principles. The sound of the river Webburn running through the valley below 

provides a constant backdrop to the interesting flora and fauna. 

Creating holiday memories  
on Dartmoor for 40 years

From country boltholes to luxury 
farmhouses, we have self-catering 

holiday homes suitable for all occasions, 
right across the moors.

Call us | 01647 401615
Book a stay | helpfulholidays.co.uk

Est. 1982: 40 years of holiday letting excellence

A Well Equipped Cottage with 
Stunning Views across Farm 

and Moorland.
Surrounded by Dartmoors 
magnificent Scenery Robin 
Holiday Cottage is only five 

minutes from open moorland, 
giving you great access to explore 
the Granite Tors, River Valleys and 

Woodlands of Dartmoor.

Poundsgate Devon TQ13 7PD   
01364 631489

www.robinholidaycottage.co.uk

Robin Holiday 
Cottage

34,500 people live 
on Dartmoor and 
Dartmoor National 
park is 368 square 
miles or 954 square 
kilometres.

DID YOU
KNOW
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www.visitdartmoor.co.uk

BREAKFAST IS SERVED
Bed & Breakfast and Guesthouses
What image does it conjure up for you? A cozy cottage with a thatched roof and blooming garden, a 
spectacular room in a grand manor, a hearty breakfast served on mismatched china, a farmhouse 
kitchen offering local eggs and bacon? Somewhere simple and clean where you can just fall into bed 
after a day exploring the magic and grandeur of Dartmoor?

Whatever your idea of a good Dartmoor Bed & Breakfast or Guest House, we may just have what you 
are looking for right here. Would you like somewhere to accommodate you on a tight budget, do you need 
a host who has great knowledge of the moor and can advise you where to walk, ride or cycle?

We have it all. And if you can’t see what you are looking for on these pages, 
please visit www.visitdartmoor.co.uk or email us for further assistance.  jenny@visitdartmoor.co.uk

For more information on our 
accommodation and to book online go to -

www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/guesthouses

©Ramblers Rest 53



A wonderful character house set in 6 acres 
of gardens and wildflower hay meadows.

Traditional home cooking using local produce, 
true hospitality and activity planning enhance 

any guests visit to the heart of Dartmoor.
Beechwood B&B 

Postbridge, Yelverton, Devon PL20 6SY
Tel: 01822 880332

enquiries@beechwood-dartmoor.co.uk
 

www.beechwood-dartmoor.co.uk

BEECHWOOD 
ON DARTMOOR

BED & BREAKFAST AND GUESTHOUSES

A warm friendly welcome awaits you at our Victorian house, an ideally 
located B&B in Okehampton just 5 minutes walk from the town centre 
and train station with a wide variety of pubs and restaurants nearby. 
Minutes walk from the Granite Way cycle track, golf course, Dartmoor 
railway, museum of Dartmoor and Simmons Park. Cyclists welcome.

HHHH

Tel: 01837 53200   www.meadowleaguesthouse.co.uk
65 Station Road Okehampton Devon EX20 1EA

Meadowlea Guest House

©Harrabeer House

Award winning accommodation offering a warm friendly 
welcome in relaxed comfortable surroundings with a substantial breakfast using local 
and home made produce. Situated between Tavistock and Plymouth with beautiful 
views over the village and Dartmoor. Convenient for exploring Devon and Cornwall, 
particularly Dartmoor National Park and the adjacent Tamar Valley.

Old Station Road, Horrabridge, Yelverton PL20 7RA
Tel: 01822 853501 enquiries@overcombehotel.co.uk   
www.overcombehotel.co.uk

OVERCOMBE HOUSE
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Listed Georgian Farmhouse with Royal History easily accessible 
from Princetown. Comfortable en suite rooms, with also an en-suite 
shepherds hut in the large garden and new for 2022 Bell tents with 

disabled access and toilet/shower.

 Good walks from the doorstep. Lots of maps and information on 
Dartmoor for you to enjoy. 15 minute walk to village and Inn.  

Free wi-fi but we are rural! Book from our website.

Tor royal Farm PrinceTown 
yelverTon Devon Pl20 6Sl

Tel 01822 890189

STay@Torroyal.co.uk  www.Torroyal.co.uk



www.visitdartmoor.co.uk

CAMPING & CARAVANNING

UNDER THE STARS
Camping & Caravanning
Where to camp, can we take the dog, is there a play area for the children, do they have animals we can 
watch? Dartmoor takes camping seriously, and provides literally something for everyone, from the 
hardiest hiker to the family with small children who are looking for family friendly sites with plenty of 
laundry facilities.

Glamping, yurts, shepherd huts, log cabins, wooden pods, caravans, static caravans or tent hire 
companies that set everything up for you before you arrive. 

We have it all on Dartmoor!

For more information on our 
accommodation and to book online go to -
www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/camping
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www.rushfordhut.co.uk
rushfordhut@gmail.com

07482 541274

Welcome to our charming handcrafted 
shepherd’s hut in the heart of Dartmoor,
within walking distance of Chagford. The 

hut is nestled in a field amongst wildflowers 
and fruit trees and has a fire pit, BBQ, 

hammock and vegetable / herb garden. 
Inside, there is a cosy log burner, king size 
bed with stargazing skylight over top and 

an en suite bathroom with a compost 
loo and a hot shower.

OAKTREE-LANE
Cabins, Glamping & Camping in a picturesque location

 

West Headson Farm Bratton Clovelly Devon EX20 4JP     
07931 521252     www.oaktree-lane.co.uk

Why not escape to a magical place in the heart of beautiful West 
Devon; a place you can completely relax in and experience the 

simplicity of living under the stars, next to nature.

CAMPING & CARAVANNING

HOLIDAY PARK

www.langstonemanor.co.uk
Langstone Manor Holiday Park. Moortown, 

Tavistock, Devon, PL19 9JZ  Tel: 01822 613371
email: jane@langstonemanor.co.uk

FRIENDLY 
PEACEFUL 
LOCATION 

WITH GREAT 
VIEWS

COTTAGES
CAMPING
HOLIDAY 

HOMES
GLAMPING 

DIRECT 
ACCESS
ON TO

DARTMOOR

RESTAURANT
AND BAR
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Venton, 
Drewsteignton 

Devon, 
EX6 6PG 

01647 231648 
woodlandsprings.co.uk 

enquiries@woodlandsprings.co.uk

Touring Park Exclusively For Adults
Come and enjoy our award winning tranquil site in the beautiful 

Dartmoor National Park. 5 star facilities in a peaceful rural setting 
only 1.5 miles from the A30. 

CAMPING & CARAVANNING

Woodovis Park is a small, safe and peaceful 5 star holiday 
park near to the ancient Stannary Market town of Tavistock 
and nestled on the edge of Devon’s Tamar Valley: an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty and a designated World Heritage 
Site. It’s ideally located for exploring the West Country, with 
endless places to visit and things to do on your holiday. We’re 
close to Dartmoor National Park and within easy reach of the 
UK’s most dramatic coastlines and beaches. 

Peace and quiet yet child and pet friendly too; pool, hot tub and 
sauna, storytelling & activities, nearby pub and visiting takeaway 
food three times a week and a lovely dog exercise meadow. 

A friendly welcome awaits you.

Woodovis Park, Gulworthy, Tavistock, Devon PL19 8NY
Tel: 01822 832 968  www.woodovis.com
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Getting Here
www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/travel
Every year, we welcome visitors to Dartmoor National Park from all over the world and have 
road and public transport links all the way through to international airports and cross channel 
ferry terminals. As well as car parks and a beautiful road network, we have bus and train 
connections and a number of bike friendly routes.

Getting to Dartmoor is easier than you think. It’s more a question of ‘How would you like to get here?’ 

The Visit Dartmoor website page www.viditdartmoor.co.uk/travel has a huge amount of information on 
ways of getting to Dartmoor whether -  Visiting by Road l Motorhomes and Caravans l Coaches and Buses  
l Dartmoor by Train l Train and Bus Connections l Car-free Travel

The Dartmoor Line
After nearly 50 years, daily passenger rail services to Exeter have returned to Okehampton.

The Dartmoor Line is the first line to be reinstated under the Department for Transport’s ‘Restoring your 
Railway’ initiative.

The route connects Exeter St Davids, Crediton and Okehampton providing a launchpad for visitors to explore 
Dartmoor and regional links for local commuters. Around half of services, including at peak times, carry on 
to Exeter Central. 

Train and connecting Bus timetables and all information      
can be found at www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/the-dartmoor-line

Tourist Information *seasonal only

Princetown Visitor Centre 01822 890 414 
Haytor Visitor Centre 01364 661 520
Postbridge Visitor Centre 01822 880 272*
Ashburton Information Centre 01364 653426
Bovey Tracey Information Centre 01626 832047*
Buckfastleigh Information Centre 01364 644 522*
Ivybridge Tourist Information Centre 01752 897035
Moretonhampstead Information Centre 01647 440043
Newton Abbot Tourist Information Centre 01626 215 667
Okehampton Tourist Information Centre 01837 52295
Totnes Tourist Information Centre 01803 863 168 

Visit Dartmoor Enquiries
email: jenny@visitdartmoor.co.uk

www.visitdartmoor.co.uk

Download 
online an A3 
PDF Dartmoor 
map for 0nly 
£2.50p

www.visitdartmoor.co.uk/
map-of-dartmoor


